
Thursday 13th August 

Foundation students’ 100 Days of 

School!

Every Monday 2:15pm

WebEx Community Workshops

Click here for details

Every Tues, Wed, Thurs 2:15pm

Mr Mather’s WebEx Fun and 

Fitness Sessions 

Click here for details

Every Friday 2:45pm

WebEx school assembly

Meeting number: 780 637 920

Password: ENPS

Weekly 

ENPS Community Challenge (run 

by Year Six Students)

Click here for details 

Friday 18th September

End of Term Three

DIARY DATES

ENPS NEWS
Term 3 │ Issue #11 │ Friday 7th August 2020

Global learners and 

leaders exceeding 

expectations

KIND JULY
Did you know that a simple act of kindness

can have such a huge impact on someone’s

day? Our Year Two students have been

busy showing kindness to those around

them, making sure that everyone feels

happy, loved and appreciated!

Reyaansh 2SW with his 

message of thanks to 

our essential workers.

Ethan 2SW donates 

his pocket money to 

Marine Conservation 

to help our planet.

Atilla 2SW shows kindness to his sister 

Talia by sharing a positive note with her.

Amy 2SW is busy helping 

her mum prepare lunch.

Jay 2SW helps his family 

with the chores at home.

Pranaya 2AJ sending a 

positive message out to 

teachers and parents.

Alex 2AP shares positive 

messages to his mum for 

her to read when she gets 

home from work.

Bella S 2CM calling her 

grandparents and sharing 

a smile on FaceTime.

UPLOAD FREE DAY

MONDAY 10TH AUGUST 

SEE COMPASS FOR 

FURTHER DETAILS 

https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/enpscommunityhub/community-workshops?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/enpscommunityhub/community-workshops/mr-mathers-active-space?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/education.vic.gov.au/enpscommunityhub/community-challenges?authuser=0


Staffing

Today we farewell Sarah Groves on family leave. Sarah and Paul are expecting their third child in the coming weeks and we wish

them all the very best for the safe arrival of their next bundle of joy. And with that goodbye, we welcome back Laura Camenzuli to

our ENPS staff. Laura will return from her family leave and replace Sarah in 3KG on Fridays.

Upload Free Day

As you know, being responsive to the feedback from our families through the delivery of remote learning, is incredibly important to

us at ENPS.

One option frequently requested by families has been to have an optional upload-free day. A day that reduced the pressure of

getting work uploaded; a day that didn’t have to be all online; and a day that provided flexibility for our learners. As a result, next

Monday 9th August will be an upload free day for all ENPS students.

Students will all have a morning check in (this is a Department of Education requirement for attendance purposes) and then have a

choice board of activities to select from. These activities will be a range of offline and online activities that can easily be done. There

will be a variety to choose from including independent and family tasks. The Community Workshop activity will still take place as a

live option at 2:15pm. You will see this upload free Monday will be included within the weekly website.

We hope that an upload free day like this, provides a different way to support our families through remote learning.
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SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

It is crazy how quickly things change! As we all adjust to Stage Four restrictions, I take the opportunity to remind everyone that

keeping everyone in our school community safe is our priority. We acknowledge the significant impact that these new restrictions

will have on all of our ENPS families and recognise that some more than others will be going through particularly tough times.

Please stay safe and stay connected to our wonderful school community. We are all in this together.

Onsite Supervision

With the announcement of Stage Four restrictions, the implications for onsite supervision of students has been significant. The

Department of Education (DET) has outlined changes to the criteria for students that can attend on-site for supervision:

• children whose parents are essential workers; in line with the Premier’s list of identified permitted workers

• vulnerable children in out of home care, children known to child protection and other agencies and children the school identifies

as vulnerable

• children with a disability who also fit one of the above two categories.

Please understand that under the Victorian Government and Department of Education directives, evidence of ‘permitted work’ as

aligned with the essential work list outlined by Premier Daniel Andrews, will be required when registering for onsite supervision.

Evidence such as a letter from their employer or permit is required to access on site supervision for the next six weeks.

Year Three/Four Camp

We know how much our students look forward to going on school camp, however, at this stage the Year Three and Four Camp to

Anglesea (scheduled for Wednesday 14th – Friday 16th October) is in doubt. Due to the Covid-19 restrictions that are currently in

place, we are unsure as to whether this will go ahead. We, along with the camp organisers, are eagerly waiting to hear from the

Department of Education as to when we again will be able to attend camps this year. We know how much the students will be

disappointed if the camp doesn’t go ahead. We will keep you all informed as soon as we know more.

Hi everyone Thomas and Abbey here, we hope everyone has been having a great week and we hope everyone has been enjoying

their time at home with their family.

As you may know from Monday to Thursday there are community events every afternoon. There are fitness boot camps with Mr

Mather, Art with Mrs Myszka and more. We have both been to some of these activities and they’re really fun. Go check one out and

appreciate all the work the specialist teachers have been doing for us.

It was very unfortunate when we found out that lockdown would be longer and have more harsh restrictions. We know it’s hard for

many people who can’t see their families and friends.

Stay safe and have a great rest of the week!

Abbey and Thomas



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

Thank you all again for your ongoing support. Please stay safe and

look out for each other in our community.

Take care and stay safe.

Kate Barletta

Principal

Principal’s Day

Today, is celebrated as Principal’s Day in Australia. As such, I wanted to

acknowledge the remarkable work of our ENPS Assistant Principals; Alice

McKenzie, Alice Stephens and Connor Smith. These three individuals are

absolutely outstanding professionals and I know that all staff would agree that

their individual and collective contributions, work ethic and dedication to their

roles is exceptional. Personally, they make me, as Principal of ENPS, look

good and I would be lost without them.

Being the Principal of ENPS is the most phenomenal position. It is a privilege

to have this role and to be a part of this wonderful school community. Thank

you to everyone for making my job, truly the best job in the world.
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Stay Connected - ENPS Facebook Page and Group

For the socially savvy, make sure you like the Essendon North Primary School Facebook page. This page will be used to promote

the wonderful things are school does.

There is also the Essendon North Primary School Centenary Reunion Facebook group connecting past students and staff, as well

as sharing stories and memories from the past.

MANDARIN – FOOD AND CULTURE

I would like to share something awesome we did during our Mandarin Remote Learning sessions

last week!

Years Three and Four created vegetable cakes for my birthday on our WebEx live session. Year

Fives have also been learning about Food and Culture. I showed students on WebEx how to cook

fried rice and demonstrated dining etiquettes as well. It was so much fun!

Mì Lǎo Shī

LOTE (Mandarin) Teacher

https://www.facebook.com/Essendon-North-Primary-School-106239107575995/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1905045932945758/


SCHOOL COUNCIL 

Greetings from School Council,

Principal's Day is an occasion to reflect and share thanks to our Principal Kate Barletta and her

Executive Team for their hard work and invaluable contributions to our children, staff, school

and wider community. Kate is well supported by Alice McKenzie (Assistant Principal), Alice

Stephens (Acting Assistant Principal) and Connor Smith (Acting Assistant Principal).

This year has been a year of unprecedented challenges here in Essendon and around the

world. We are all facing a new experience that no one has had to live through in over a

hundred years. There is always difficulty when charting a new course through fresh terrain.

However, Kate and the Executive Team have always put the safety of our students and

community at the centre of everything they do. A few of their achievements:

• Building an original Remote Learning curriculum

• Creating COVID safety guidelines

• Countless other processes and procedures behind the scenes to make this endeavour go

as smoothly as possible.

Above all we must highlight the candour, transparency and sincerity from Kate and her team

as I think we can all relate to moments when we've had no idea what was going to happen

next, just before we receive clear communication from her office. Kate and her team have

been incredibly pro-active in communicating, keeping us all engaged and reassured. Kate has

also been making sure our children feel supported and has been seen popping into WebEx

meetings, where she is always a welcome surprise. It is so much easier getting through this

pandemic knowing that Kate genuinely cares about the well-being of every family and she is

ensuring our children get the education they deserve.

In our last newsletter Kate mentioned her Grade Three teacher's influence on her; we are sure

Kate is also leaving indelible positive impressions on our children.

We thank you Kate, Alice, Connor and Alice!

Rai Jones

School Council Vice President

ENPS SUPER PRINCIPALS,

WE THANK YOU!

Principal’s Day



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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Ruby, 3MP

Talia, 5AS

Lola, 6EG

Divya, 4EG

Leo, 4SG

Nelson, 1CT

Shivan, 1CT

Xanthe, 1CT

Naufal, 2AJ

Our first Community Engagement WebEx last

Monday was very successful! We were so

grateful to see many families and students

participate in the activity. Shown here are

some great T-shirt designs from each year

level. The overall winner of was Talia from

5AS who will receive a gift card prize. A

big congratulations to Talia!

- Mì Lǎo Shī, LOTE (Mandarin) Teacher



%

PLEASE DON’T FEED THE DUCKS!!

During Visual Arts lessons last term, our wonderful Year Three

and Four students took action and created posters to instigate a

change in the community.

The students were inquiring into the central idea, An artist’s

purpose can be to communicate, persuade or challenge, and

were asked by Moonee Valley City Council to create posters to

inform the community of the damage that can be caused,

unwittingly, by people who feed the ducks.

These amazing posters are now displayed at Woodlands Park!

VISUAL ARTS – YEARS THREE AND FOUR TAKE ACTION!

ANDREW NUNNS SCHOOL OF MUSIC

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,

I hope you are all well and safe. We have drum rolled

into week three of online learning and things are going

well. Thanks for all the pics and videos that have come

in, they are awesome to see - check out these pics on

the right! Please keep them coming. Remember if there

is anything in the video lessons that your child/ren don’t

understand please email me and we (Gary, Lisette or I)

will then make direct contact to discuss.

Please take care, stay safe and keep rocking.

Cheers,

Andrew Nunns

andrewnunns@hotmail.com
Amelia, 4EG

Thomas, 2SW

mailto:andrewnunns@hotmail.com


ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW…

From 1992, Coles New World supermarkets combined with Apple computers in a

shopper docket deal that provided computer hardware and software to the school.

The School Ball continued until 1994, when it was decided that it was too intrusive

on teaching time to continue.

On Fridays the Parents’ Club held a stall in the quadrangle as a fundraiser, selling

honey, apples, gift cards and wrapping, toothbrushes, sunscreen and icy poles.

Special drives were introduced including hot cross buns, pies and Ray’s puddings.

The Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day stall, the Bush Dance and Fete/Car Boot Sale

continued to also be good fundraisers.

There is not a lot of documented history from the 90s to now. The 75th Anniversary was in 1995 and a special commemorative book

was produced to celebrate the school’s history (the book used to share these newsletter summaries).

Last newsletter we took a look back at the 1980s…. This week we take a look back at the 1990s through the stories of not only 

past students and staff, but also some of our current teachers still at ENPS since the 90s.

Lucy Lapira

A wonderful teacher named Miss Barbara Crawford worked at ENPS for 40 years. She retired over 10 years ago but left some

wonderful memories for me, and I’m sure many other teachers, parents and students.

Barbara was the type of person who you either loved or not! She was not the type to mince her words. She loved Elvis which was

obvious by an Elvis shrine in her classroom, and celebrated the anniversary of his death ever year, loved the colour purple, loved

wearing huge bows in her hair, loved chocolate and hated the colour yellow. Any item that was yellow had to be removed from her

room, it made her physically ill. Students would not dare bring in a yellow pencil case or use yellow paper.

She was the founder of the Barbara Crawford Concert. This concert would be held at the end of the school year, and students

would start preparing for it from March every year. They, and their parents, so looked forward to this concert with such excitement,

and students had to audition.

‘Learning for Life’ was selected as the school slogan after many ideas were sought from students, staff and parents.

In 1994 a move was made to extend camps throughout the school and the first Prep Sleep-over was held. A Japanese LOTE

program was introduced through interactive television. Religious Education was provided each week.

In 1995 the school community celebrated the 75th anniversary with a ‘Back To’ day.
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The 1990s became known as a time of staff cuts, computers, ‘Schools of the Future’ and a LOTE (Language Other Than English)

program was finally introduced. It was a time when schools were first expected to develop five-year plans and have program

budgets for all curriculum areas. The Art room got an upgrade and for the first time, a qualified first aid person was required in

schools.

Music continued to be a big focus across the school. A parent, Robyn Falloon, conducted a recorder group, while a keyboard and

string music program began as an option, at a cost to parents of $6 an hour, with one lesson a week.

Angela Collins

The day I arrived at ENPS, the whole school was in Space! The office was all black, the corridors were covered in tin foil and there

were papier mâché’ planets and stars hanging everywhere. I quizzically asked what was happening to be told like it was normal,

“It’s space week!”.

I started teaching rounds in November 1998, one week after I got married! Halfway through my teaching rounds, a visitor appeared.

He sat down next to me in the staffroom (which is now Ms Paola’s room) and asked if I was going to go for the job – I was so busy I

didn’t even know there was a job! This visitor was Tyler Hueston. We were luckily both hired for 1999.

1999 was the year the school began increasing in size. A new Prep grade (Prep AC) was added making three classes for the first

time, as was Year Two (2TH). The Preps were moved out of the main building into portables. This portable arrived the week before

school was to start. I was fortunate to start my teaching career with two amazing mentor teachers, Dianne Richardson and Jane

Sim. I have been lucky enough to make lifelong friends at ENPS and have enjoyed teaching here so much... I am still here in

2020!

Stories from current ENPS staff from the 90s:



ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW…CONTINUED
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These auditions were serious business, and the anticipation of being successful was immense. Barbara would then post a piece of

butchers paper on a wall near the area we know as the quadrangle, where students would see if ‘they got in’. The elation of

‘getting in’ and the broken hearts of the students who didn’t get in brought many tears for some. These students would question

her decision and her response would be, “Well you don’t want people to laugh at you, do you?”.

Barbara Crawford, Robert Pearce (another respected teacher at ENPS for many years) and myself had become very good friends.

Robert and I became Barbara’s concert managers and tech whiz. It was such a fun event, and concerts were held in our hall which

was not yet known as the Marcus Rosin Performing Arts Hall.

When Barbara passed, ENPS closed for the day to enable staff members to attend the celebration of her life. For several years

after her passing Robert Pearce and I continued to produce these concerts which remained very popular amongst students. An

old friend of Barbara’s learnt of this and every year would send a cheque for $50 for the winner of the talent quest as an

encouragement.

Barbara Crawford certainly left a legacy at ENPS with her unique and quirky personality and love of the performing arts.

Aeden Ratcliffe – Prep student in 1999

My first time accessing the internet was in prep 1999 with teacher Jane Sim. There was one computer in the classroom. It was a

CRT, with a separate tower and screen.

All four prep grades occupied portable buildings on the side of what was then the under-construction Thinking and Learning Centre

(TLC), a fancy name for the library.

Marbles were the craze of the year, experiencing a resurgence across the entire school. We had a McDonald's Day where all lunch

orders were replaced with orders from McDonald's Niddrie for the day. It only happened once. The owners had children at the

school. Wouldn't be allowed these days!

A Cubby House was either built or renovated, near the portables. The whole-school had an Italian day, with a pasta eating

competition and classes suspended for the day, replaced with Italian-related activities. This was the only time regular classes

stopped for the whole day in my time at ENPS.

Anne Traegar

In 1997 staff voted to have house points retained for sports only. Previously House points could be earned for good behaviour, etc

in classrooms as the teacher saw fit. These points were collected by monitors at the end of each week and added to the points

earned for yard duty and sport. The weekly winning house and scores were then announced at Monday morning assembly. As far

as I know the house points for Yard Duty were also abandoned in 1997.

The yard was then cleaned in teams. Each team did yard duty once a week. A bell would be rung about 10 minutes before the end

of lunch break and those responsible had to clean the yard at that time. This lasted for a short while but then was discontinued

because the newer, younger staff felt that children shouldn’t have to do yard duty at all.

Consequently, we went from a spotless playground to one where we were continually urging children to clean up after themselves.

I can remember when I first started at ENPS I couldn’t believe how clean the yard was and if the Yard Duty teacher saw one paper

on the ground at the end of lunch time the house responsible would only score a 9 instead of 10.

I think that it was probably around the end of 1997 or early 1998 that the house names were changed. I think the names arose from

the whole school concert when the theme was Earth, Fire, Wind and Water. I think the house name change would be the year after

that.

In 1995 we began watching and using the televised STEPS programs that the Department introduced as part of its Technology

push in schools.

Stories from a past ENPS teacher:

Stories from a past student:



ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW…CONTINUED
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In 1995, plans were drawn up for the new Library (later to become the TLC) and the school was awaiting approval from the

Department. In 1995 we became a Navigator school and as a Grade 3/4 teacher I received four computers to share between the

children in my class. We were originally supposed to have one computer for every four students, but because the school population

increased considerably, we were only able to have four computers for each room.

In 1996 to help give children better computer access, a bank of 30 laptops was made available to be borrowed one day a week by

each upper grade. 1996 was the year that we developed whole school integrated units. In 1996 we were teaching Japanese to the

Grade Four, Five and Six classes.

In 1996 we had a musical keyboard program available for students in the upper grades. This was an optional program which was

paid for by those who wanted lessons. It was held in one of the portables at the front of the school. I am not sure how long the

program existed, but it was started by Michael Otway and eventually ended up being held in the little room that was created at the

back of the old hall.

In 1997 there was a lot of trialling of the best way to utilise the laptops and in that year, I had five laptops in my room permanently.

In the early days of computers we did a lot of visits between the other Navigator schools sharing ideas. Mainly Apollo Parkways PS

and Glen Waverly Secondary College, who were both trialling Apple computers. Visits were definitely happening in 1997. Later we

started reciprocal visits between NZ schools. I know we had a NZ exchange visit in October 1998. We probably had exchange

visits for at least three years.

Next newsletter find out about the 2000s…

Do you know someone who attended ENPS in the 2000s? Would they like to share with us what their 

time was like as a student? If yes, please let us know at essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au!

Each newsletter we will share some of our school’s wonderful history….

SPECIALIST TEAM MESSAGE

KEEP POSITIVE, HEALTHY AND SAFE!

Can you guess the teacher behind each mask?
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Do you have any hobbies? I really enjoy
making time to sew kindness hearts. I’m not
much of a sewer but I make these hearts so I
can give them away as a little token to
remind students, friends, or people generally
(even people I don’t know) that I care.

On a rainy day, I like to ..... jump in puddles with
my kids with our gum boots on.

What are the three things you love most
about your job? 1 - When students share their
learning with me and are so proud of what
they have achieved. We then call their mum or
dad together to tell them and that is the best
because they are so proud too! 2 - Standing
back and watching our school community
come together to make something great
happen; like our WebEx school assemblies,
the movie night last year or the play space
grant. 3 - Year Six Graduation – so so proud!

Do you have any special talents that would
surprise us? I can sing.

What inspires you? Our ENPS staff - they blow
me away constantly at how hard they work
and how creative and innovative they are. I
am in awe of what they do every day.

What makes you laugh the most? Blowing
raspberries on my kid’s tummy - their belly
laughs make me laugh.

What three things would you need to survive
on a desert island (besides food and water)?
My kids; Bella and Ryder, and my husband,
Rob – they are all I need…. But chocolate,
coffee and wine would certainly help me
survive being stuck there with them!

What is the funniest thing that has happened
to you recently? I fell over when I was being
silly in front of the Year Six team.

Does pineapple belong on a pizza? YES! I am
originally from Queensland and pineapple is
one of my favourite fruits.

Any suggestions for coping with lockdown?
Learn something new and be kind to yourself.
(Oh and the garage is the best place to hide
from your children!)

What is your favourite TV show? Grey’s
Anatomy.

Do you have any pets? A cat called Josie-Girl.

What is your favourite food? Pork Belly from
the restaurant Red Spice Road.

Why did you want to work in education? I
thought my grade 3 teacher, Miss Davies,
was just amazing and I loved how she made
learning fun and made me want to be the
best learner I could be. I wanted to grow up
to be just like her. In 2002 when I won a
special teaching award, I called her up to tell
her and thank her for being my inspiration.

What is your favourite movie? Calamity Jane.

If you were a plant, what kind of plant would
you be and why? Jasmine – hearty, smells
good most of the year, spreads out and just
keeps growing (can be annoying to some!)

What can't you live without? My kids… and
chocolate!

What is your favourite type of music? 80s
pop

What are you most proud of? In 2002, I was
awarded the Australian Educator of the Year.
I had to go to Parliament House in Canberra
to receive my award and my prize was to
attend NASA in the USA to do astronaut
training for three weeks with all of the 2020
Educators of the Year from around the world.
I am most proud because I was nominated
by the parents of my grade five and six
students at the time, and that meant so
much to me.

Favourite holiday destination? Fiji

Have you ever been given some advice that
changed your life? You can have anything
you want, if you want it desperately enough,
and if you are prepared to do the hard work
to make it happen.

What would be your audition song on The
Voice? I Don’t Care if the Sun Don’t Shine by
Patti Page (a 1950s cabaret song).

GETTING TO KNOW……

Do you have any hobbies? I enjoy reading – light
hearted / feel-good books, I love nature walks and
swimming in the ocean.

On a rainy day, I like to..... spend time with my family,
we build marble runs, paint, read and cook. Our
daughter Grace recommends warm chocolate-chip
cookies on rainy days and our son Thomas usually
aims to find the deepest puddles.

What are the three things you love most about your
job? 1) The people – we have such an incredible
community at ENPS. I feel very grateful for the
students, community and team at our school. We
have the most dedicated and inspiring educators at
our school and they are even better people, which I
find truly remarkable. 2) The curriculum – I am very
passionate about creating and delivering engaging,
meaningful and authentic learning experiences to
our students. To capitalise on the Department of
Education and Training (DET) and Victorian
Curriculum, the International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme and our Council of International
Schools Authorisation, we have such a rare
opportunity at ENPS to deliver exceptional learning
opportunities. 3) The opportunities – In my nine
years at ENPS there have been challenges,
opportunities and plenty of change. It has been great
to see our community go from strength to strength.

Do you have any special talents that would surprise
us? I can juggle very poorly.

What makes you laugh the most? My husband, Hugh.
He has been making me laugh for the past 14 years.

What would be your audition song on The Voice? I
would need to mime to preserve the ratings – I have
received enough feedback at karaoke and know my
limitations.

What three things would you need to survive on a
desert island (besides food and water)? 1 ) My family
to keep me company. 2) A very big beach towel – I’m
not a big fan of sand. 3) Matches – despite spending
a great deal of my childhood in country South
Australia, I still can’t light a fire without matches.
Warmth, cooking and the much needed smoke
signal.

Does pineapple belong on a pizza? Most definitely on
Hawaiian but that is the extent of it!

Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? Be kind to
yourselves and others, assume everyone is doing
their best.

What is your favourite TV show? Grand Designs (from
any country) and Hard Quiz!

Do you have any pets? Two rabbits that we adopted
from kinder.

What is your favourite food? Thai green curry and
dumplings.

Why did you want to work in education? I always
thought I would be a lawyer, however after being
granted an internship at the Family Law Court of
Australia, I quickly realised it wasn’t for me. I ended up
spending my internship days outside the court room
with the children. We would read, draw, laugh and talk…
It was this experience that encouraged me to explore
education.

If you were a plant, what kind of plant would you be
and why? A fiddle leaf fig – they like sunshine, get tall
quickly and prefer warm weather.

What can't you live without? My community of great
people – I feel very lucky to have wonderful family and
friends that make all the days brighter.

What is your favourite type of music? My ‘Liked Songs’
on Spotify are very eclectic and mood dependent.
Ziggy Alberts is getting a pretty regular run at the
moment.

What are you most proud of? I am proud of my family
and my community involvement. I feel very lucky to
have the opportunity to be a Literacy Master Trainer
for the Moonee Valley Network for the past three
years, supporting professional learning for our
community of schools. I am also proud of my
involvement in InterConnection Australia. I have
volunteered as the Chief Operating Officer for this
not-for-profit organisation since starting university.
We work with young people experiencing hardship,
disadvantage or with complex needs. We attend
camps, network events and provide ongoing
connection and support.

Favourite holiday destination? I really loved our time
in Germany, the people are tall and the tights are long.
I also can’t go past a trip home to South Australia.

Have you ever been given some advice that changed
your life? “You are braver than you believe and
stronger than you seem” – I think our attitude and the
way we approach challenges is really important and
felt very grateful for this advice.

What inspires you? People that triumph over
adversity.



Do you have any hobbies? Anything active –
going for walks, the gym, running around the
park with my two year old nephew.
Do you have any special talents that would
surprise us? Back in the day I was a netballer
and represented both Victoria and
Australia. Goal Attack and Goal Shooter were
my go to positions! Unfortunately in 2009 I
sustained a knee injury whilst competing at
Nationals up in Caloundra Queensland which
forced me into early retirement.
Favourite holiday destination? Anywhere with a
warm climate! Top holiday destinations in
Australia would be Burleigh Heads up on the
Gold Coast or over in Perth where my brother
and sister-in-law live. Top overseas destinations
would be the Amalfi Coast in Italy for a
European summer or New York for more of a
city vibe.
What are the three things you love most about
your job? 1) The privilege of being able to teach
and have an impact on our amazing students
and see them grow and develop as both
learners and people. 2) Working alongside our
staff at ENPS – they are incredibly supportive,
inspiring and knowledgeable. 3) Each day brings
a range of successes and challenges, which
enables me to continue to learn and grow as
teacher, leader and person. If I am maximising
my own potential then I know I will be able to
have a greater impact within our ENPS
community.
Does pineapple belong on a pizza? It’s a no from
me!
Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? 1)
Establish a daily routine, particularly on
weekdays. 2) Ensure you head outside and be
active each day – whether that is in the
backyard or for a walk around your
neighbourhood/local park – being active can do
wonders for your mental health too! 3) Stay in
touch with family and friends through FaceTime
4) Find a good book to read and get lost in! 5) At
the end of each day, focus on three things you
are grateful for – this helps with trying to stay
positive during these tough times. 4) Ensure you
have some treats – chocolate is my go to!

What is your favourite food? Hot chips – Friday
night fish and chips is a staple in my weekly
menu!

Why did you want to work in education? Growing
up I loved school, particularly primary school.
During my high school years one of my part
time jobs was as a netball coach – this
combined my love of sport with my enjoyment
of working with kids. The strong connection
between the role of a coach and that of a
teacher led me to considering education as a
career path. As I began my research into a
career in education, it soon became clear it was
a path I wanted to embark on. Education is
critical in our world, and as a teacher and leader
it is such a privilege to be able to positively
influence future generations.

What can't you live without? At the moment
technology! As I rely on technology for work but
also in staying connected to my family and
friends.

Have you ever been given some advice that
changed your life? As quite a shy girl growing
up, my mum and dad would say to me that
every once in a while I needed to step outside
my comfort zone in order to continue to grow.
The feeling of stepping outside of my comfort
zone is uncomfortable, however I know that
outside the zone is where the magic happens!

What are you most proud of? In 2015 I took 12
months’ leave from ENPS and moved over to
London on my own. This was a HUGE step
outside of my comfort zone! Moving to the other
side of the world and away from my friends and
family was tough, however the experience was
so incredibly rewarding. Teaching in London
enabled me to develop an international
perspective on education which has enhanced
my skillset as both a teacher and leader. From
navigating the London Tube, spending
Saturdays walking through Hyde Park to
Borough Market, new friendships and
opportunities to travel to Europe on weekends,
it is an experience I feel so lucky to have had
and something I am incredibly proud of!

GETTING TO KNOW……



Do you have any hobbies? Cooking, playing
golf, reading, running, watching most sports,
Lego, drawing.
What/who inspired you when you were a
student? (question provided by Ben G,
6CS/MM) The people that inspired me when I
was younger were James Hird, Harry Potter,
Salvador Dali, David Beckham and my little
brother.
Do you have any special talents that would
surprise us? I can clap with one hand.
What are the three things you love most
about your job? 1) Being with creative,
hilarious and kind little humans all day. 2)
Having an excuse to still act like I’m an 11 year
old Year Six boy. 3) Helping people grow, and
supporting them when they need it. 4) Seeing
Year Six students becoming the role models
and leaders of the school. 5) Being able to
count to three.
Does pineapple belong on a pizza? Pizza is
about freedom – choose what you want and
enjoy!
Any suggestions for coping with lockdown? 1)
Grow a moustache (or make one). 2) Stay as
physically active as possible. 3) When you’re
bored, do something nice for someone in your
house. 4) Get creative whenever possible.
Cook, build, make, draw, paint, craft…
whatever!

What is your favourite TV show? The 
Simpsons.

Do you have any pets? One dog (who is on 
thin ice during Remote Learning regarding 
her behaviour).

What is your favourite food? Pizza (Mexicana 
with ham).

Why did you want to work in education? I 
always wanted to help people and work with 
children. I started in Psychology, but decided 
to become a teacher while I was still “young 
and fun”.

What are you most proud of? Keeping my
teeth clean and healthy (and keeping Ms
Gallagher around despite me being painfully
annoying to be with 24/7).

What is your "spirit animal" and why?
Wolf. I can be a lone wolf, or work with the
pack; best of both worlds (and they howl at
the moon which is awesome).

What was your goal / achievement?
(question provided by Ben G, 6CS/MM) Some
of my most memorable goals I achieved were
playing A Grade tennis, running a marathon
and going to university. The ones I’m still
working on are: learning to play piano again,
becoming an artist and getting married.

Have you ever been given some advice that
changed your life? “Better to be looking at it,
than looking for it.”

GETTING TO KNOW……

Do you have a question for Craig Mather or Cherie Watson in our next issue?
It could be like the questions above, or one of your own!

If yes, please email your name, class, question and which staff member it's
for to Fran.Milic@education.vic.gov.au by Monday 17th August.

mailto:Fran.Milic@education.vic.gov.au


OFFICE NEWS

During these uncertain times we are following Department of Education guidelines and we thank you for your time and patience in

this matter, we know it will be difficult for everyone. Please contact the school office on 9379 3979 or via

email essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au should you have any queries.

VISITORS ON-SITE AT ESSENDON NORTH PRIMARY SCHOOL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

There will not be more than 3 people (visitors) in the school’s office at any given time. You may be asked to wait outside until we

have ample space in our office for you to enter. When entering the office you will be asked to maintain the 1.5m distance and use

the hand sanitiser provided. A face mask must be worn by anyone entering the school.

• Visitors to Essendon North Primary School’s grounds will be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services

and operations (e.g. student health and wellbeing services, specialist curriculum programs, maintenance workers).

• Given the current circumstances parents will only be able to enter the school grounds when essential to do so. Please contact

the school by phone or email as required.

STUDENT ABSENCES AT ALL TIMES INCLUDING REMOTE LEARNING

Schools are requested by the Department of Education to upload attendance/absence data on a daily basis, this is usually

completed weekly and provided to the Department of Education. Teachers mark their class roll twice a day every day.

It is very important for parents to enter your child/ren’s absence in Compass prior to the school day commencing. Please enter

whether your child is sick or if it is parent choice. Please be aware that if you do not enter your child’s absence on Compass your

child’s teacher will mark the student as unexplained and you will need to update this soon as possible.

This is applicable for all students from Foundation to Year Six.

Please see the step-by-step instructions below on how to enter an absence in Compass. If you are unclear on how to complete

this please call the office and we will talk you through this process. It is the parent/carer’s responsibility to enter your child/ren’s

absence on Compass (not the teacher or the office).

FIRST AID / FAMILY DETAILS

This is a timely reminder for all families to please check that details for your child/ren as shown below are up to date in Compass:

• Medical details

• Home address

• Mobile phone contact numbers

If you require any changes made to your child/ren’s details, please email the school at

essendon.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au and they will be updated immediately.

How do I log my child’s absence?

STEP 1: Log into Compass on your device. On your home page, select your child.

STEP 2: Choose the third option on the top bar – “Approvals”.

STEP 3: Choose the big + plus button on the bottom right.

STEP 4: Complete details for your child’s

absence – Reason; Comments; select Dates

and then press “Add Approval”.

If you have any questions, please contact the school office on 9379 3979
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