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Term 1, 2020

Monday 9th March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Thursday 12th-Friday 13th March

Curriculum Days

Monday 16th March

Cultural Diversity Week

School Council AGM, 6pm and 

meeting, 7pm

Friday 20th March

Harmony Day, wear orange

Cultural Diversity special assembly, 

2:30pm

Saturday 21st March

Community Engagement Trivia Night

Monday 23rd March

Whole School Author Visit: Adrian 

Beck & Scott Edgar

Tuesday 24th March

Year Two Heide Museum Excursion 

(2CM & 2SW)

Wednesday 25th March

Years Three-Six Cross Country

Thursday 26th March

Year Two Heide Museum Excursion 

(2AJ & 2AP)

Friday 27th March

End of Term 1, 2:30pm dismissal

Term 2, 2020

Tuesday 14th April

Start of Term 2, 8:45am start

YEAR THREE WEST GATE KIDS SCIENCE 

INCURSION
On Monday 2nd March, Year Three students became scientists and engineers for an hour

as they participated in the West Gate Kids Science Incursion.

All students eagerly worked on many tasks. Quotes from our budding scientists included:

Global learners and 

leaders exceeding 

expectations

Curriculum Days: Thursday 12th & Friday 13th March 2020

“I loved wearing the glasses!” 

“Science is AWESOME!”

“I LOVE being a 

scientist!” 

“Can we do this everyday?”



SCHOOL CAPTAINS’ REPORT

Hello. We are Thomas and Abbey and this is our

first article in the newsletter as the 2020 school

captains. Being school captains means a lot to

us. It means we’re the voice of all our students

and it’s important to us that we share and

contribute to making our school a better place for

everyone. Each week we meet with Mrs Barletta

and we reflect on what’s been happening around

the school.

So far this term we’ve had a lot of things going

on, such as swimming carnival, house events,

district swimming, Year Six camp and so much

more.
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Leading from the front: 

Thomas supporting his red 

house team

Abbey getting some pointers on team strategy 

for yellow house team

On Monday 24th February we had our annual swimming carnival at Oak Park. On the house events

day we learnt about the history of our house colours and what different names they had. Since it’s

our centenary year we wanted to change the names. We have a competition to name the house

colours which is due Friday.

We’d like to congratulate all the new leaders for 2020: house captains, JSC, play leaders, green

team and community crew.

Thomas and Abbey

The Ultimate LEGO Tour of the Universe - fun

with physics at G.A.T.E.WAYS

This week I attended the first of four half-day

G.A.T.E.WAYS sessions about physics. We

learnt what particles were formed in the first

milliseconds of the universe. We also learnt about

the first two elements that existed in the first

minutes of the universe. We used LEGO to build

3D protons, neutrons, electrons, carbon, oxygen,

neon and more.

The teachers at G.A.T.E.WAYS are kind and

respectful and always engage with students.

They answer any questions and always try to

teach you something new.

Even though this is only the first session, I am

already amazed at what I have learnt. You also

get to connect with students from other schools

and build great relationships with other children

as well as learning so many amazing things about

the world!

This is a wonderful experience and I encourage

all students to participate in future G.A.T.E.WAYS

learning opportunities.

Zac M, 5LE

G.A.T.E.WAYS 



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Clean Up Australia Day/Helping Hands

I certainly had a great time trimming the beautiful grape vine in

front of the Year Five classrooms on the helping hands day. It

makes such an impact by getting together and all lending a hand.

Such a busy couple of weeks yet again at ENPS!

In the past two weeks we have had our Helping Hands/Clean Up

Australia Day, a House Team day, two levels of swimming

carnival, school photos, our parent-child Cybersafety workshop

and Foundation’s first full week at school. No wonder we are all

looking forward to the long weekend.

Swimming Carnivals

Congratulations to all of our swimmers from both our school and district

swimming carnivals, and thank you once again to Craig Mather and the Year

Four – Six staff for making our carnival, and the district carnival such a

success. I got to be there for a part of both days and am so proud of how

supportive and well behaved our students are. Thank you to the many

parents who came along on these days, to help and cheer! Good luck to our

students who have made it through to the divisional carnival in a few weeks.
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House Teams

We have received a lot of entries for our House Team renaming, team

chant/song and mascot competition. The judging panel will be making their

decision in the coming week! There are some fantastic and very well thought

out entries! Competition winners will be announced at our special Cultural

Diversity Week assembly in two weeks. The final house team names, songs

and mascots will be decided by the judging panel and may be a combination

of different entries.

Year Six Boot Camps

I would also like to make a special shout out to the commitment and

dedication from a large number of our Year Six students who are currently

taking the opportunity to get involved in the Year Six Boot Camps. I popped

in on the writing and mathematics groups early Thursday morning before

school started and was blown away by the number of students making the

effort. This would not happen without our fabulous Year Six team of staff who

give up their own time to run these early mornings. These boot camps are

only for the Year Six students and run across different mornings for Maths,

Writing and Fitness.

Thank you to those families and staff who gave up their Sunday morning to join in and help! The number of bags of rubbish also 

collected around our local streets was overwhelming! What a great thing to do in our community.



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED

Early arrivals

We have been keeping an eye on the number of children arriving to

school very early in the mornings and we are very concerned. We

appreciate mornings can be busy, however, for your child’s safety

please book your child/ren into before school care with Camp Australia if

you need to drop them off before 8:30am. Gates will not open until

8:30am as there are no staff are on yard duty before this time. Please

do not use the Camp Australia access gate on the oval to have your

child enter into the school early and be unsupervised. Children who do

arrive early will be taken to Camp Australia and families will incur a fee.

Year Six students attending Boot Camp are exempt from this as they

are supervised in classrooms at that time.

Centenary Planning

This week we have begun the process of sifting

through old school memorabilia, photos, records and

keepsakes from our school’s rich history. We will be

compiling these to create a museum of memories

(actual and digital) for our centenary celebration in

September.

If you or someone you know has any old photos,

records or memorabilia, we are keen to hear from

you. In the coming weeks we will be providing a

system for collecting, copying and recording these so

we can have them on show for all to see. Keep an eye

out for that!

Curriculum Days

Next Thursday and Friday we have a two-day workshop for staff. These two days

are student free days. Victorian Government Schools are entitled to just four

formal student free days across the school year for staff professional learning. We

are mandated that the first day of the school year must be one of these four. Our

final curriculum day will be later in the year where we will focus on Literacy as our

Annual Implementation Plan focus area.

The professional learning focus for our two days next week will be on developing

local and global inquirers, a key element of our 2019- 2023 Strategic Plan. Over

the course of these two days, we will be investigating what it means to be an

inquirer and develop our capability to design learning that draws on local and

global contexts to challenge thinking, reflect and to act.

First Aid Training for all Staff

As previously shared with you, all staff will be

participating in First Aid, Anaphylaxis and Asthma

training over two days next week on Tuesday and

Wednesday. We take the health and safety of your

children very seriously and do go above and beyond our

requirements to do so. This is a commitment we are

very proud of and know our families appreciate. In

order to have all staff trained in Level 3 training, every

three years we each participate in one day of face-to-

face learning with our First Aid provider, HeroHQ. All

staff also undergo three online professional learning

modules, which they complete in their own time.

Next Tuesday and Wednesday, we will operate an alternate program across the school to enable the release of staff to participate

in this training. We acknowledge this is a disruptive week, also with the public holiday and two curriculum days, however thank

you in advance for your support. We work very hard to stay within the workforce agreement for our teaching staff and recognise

that at times we need to be flexible to deliver and maintain what is important to us all.



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE CONTINUED
Our staff have chosen this focus and are keen to explore ways in which students can initiate and

engage in their own inquiries to further learning. This is a workshop provided by the International

Baccalaureate (IB) and takes to another level the Department of Education’s improvement strategy

focused on developing global citizens.

We believe it is important to share with you our commitment to professional learning as a staff and

appreciate your support as always.

Wishing everyone a lovely long weekend! 

Kate Barletta

Principal 

COMMUNITY HELPING HANDS DAY – CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY

Thanks to everyone who participated in our Helping Hands Day on Sunday 1st March 2020. It is great that the school community

got together to help with the maintenance program and beautification works.

I look forward to undertaking other maintenance jobs now as I can keep those areas we cleaned up on track for the rest of the year

and beyond!

Joseph Labagala

Grounds & Maintenance

Finally, to share one of my most favourite parts of being Principal, is

celebrating learning achievements of our little learners. Congratulations to

Cem from 1CT this week who got to call his mum to share his Principal’s

Award sticker for achieving his learning goals.

Go Aussies for the Women’s T20 final against India this weekend, on

International Women’s Day.



CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
On Sunday 1st March, sixteen of our ENPS families took action by taking part in Clean Up Australia Day.

Clean Up Australia Day is our nation’s largest community-based environmental event. These committed

members of our community volunteered their time to pick up rubbish that littered our school grounds and

the streets, parks, cafés and restaurants that surround our school.

Many families who participated commented that the majority of the rubbish collected was McDonalds’

wrappers and plastic bottles. They are hopeful that their efforts in cleaning up the environment will

encourage many community members to create less rubbish and dispose of waste responsibly.

Congratulations and thank you to the families who took action to make our environment a healthier and

safer place on Clean Up Australia Day. All families received a Clean Up Australia Day certificate for

Taking Action.

Thank you to all the families who participated in Clean Up Australia Day!

Ansan Family

Barletta Family

Condon Family

Deeble Family

Divitto Family

Ghespendis Family

Green Family

Haggerty Family

Johnson Family

Kallis Family

Napper Family

Pricone Family

Rea Family

Richie Family

Tran Family

Varcoe Family

Map shows where 

our families 

cleaned up



SCHOOL COUNCIL
Thank you to those who put forward nominations for the vacant positions on School Council. These vacancies were for:

- Two parents representatives

- Three DET (staff) representatives

As a result of the nomination process, the number of nominations received are equal to the positions available for both the parent

and DET positions. Subsequently there is no need for an election process.

We congratulate the following parents and staff members who will now join our School Council in 2020:

Parent representatives (two-year term):

Steven Lonsdale

Raishel Jones

DET (Staff) representatives (one-year term):

Melanie Stefanou

Sharon McWhinney

Geoff Blaik

Special thanks to two outgoing parent representatives, Silas Issa and George Iliopulos. Our next School Council meeting will be

held on Monday 16th March at 7pm. During this next meeting an election process will take place for the positions of President,

Vice President and Treasurer, and convenors of the sub-committees will be decided.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)

A reminder to our community, that our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will take place on Monday 16th March at 6pm. We welcome

our parent community to our AGM for those interested.

We also invite all parents to consider becoming a member of a School Council Sub-Committee. The four sub-committees are:

• Finance

• Community Engagement

• Continuous Improvement (Policies)

• Learning Environments (Buildings and Grounds)

CULTURAL PROGRAM
On Wednesday 26th February our EAL families met for

their first morning tea for 2020.

It was a great turn out, there were many new families

from our multicultural community and many made new

contacts.

There is a WhatsApp group for families to keep in

touch - please contact Sandra Smart for more details.

COMING UP!!

CULTURAL WEEK will be celebrated from 

Monday 16th to Friday 20th March 2020

HARMONY DAY will be celebrated on 

Friday 20th March 2020

COLES STICKEEZ COLOURING COMPETITION
Our Coles Stickeez colouring competition is underway. The picture is a vegetable garden scene and to do the competition you

must be under 18 – that’s all of us kids at ENPS! We would love to get as many entries as possible because the prize is so

amazing. The prize is a Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden for our school. We could use this to start a veggie garden, cooking

classes or cooking club! This is a great opportunity for our school. There is a copy on this newsletter that you can print out at home

– or ask your class teacher for a copy and don’t forget the consent form too! See me in Miss Gosden’s classroom (4EG) if your

teacher runs out!

It’s another great weekend to be colouring!

Macylee ISSUE #3  PAGE 7



YEARS FOUR – SIX SWIMMING CARNIVAL



YEARS FOUR – SIX SWIMMING CARNIVAL



DISTRICT SWIMMING
On Monday 2nd March, ENPS sent 29 of our finest

swimmers to the District Swimming Carnival held at

Queens Park Pool, Moonee Ponds. We had a number

of place getters, those moving on to Divisional

Swimming on Tuesday 17th March include Avika T

(backstroke) and Aidan G, Cooper M, Campbell S and

Levi W (50m freestyle relay). Congratulations to all our

swimmers and thank you to ENPS families and

community for your support.

Craig Mather, Physical Education Coordinator

GREEN TEAM



STUDENT OF THE WEEK

FCW AMELIA; ZADIE

FMV MILLER; ANUSHA

1AW NAOMI; SHREYAN

1JS FOREST; WILL S

2AJ NAUFAL; MIA

2CM ELLA; JASON

3BN CHRISTIAN; -

3MP ALEXA; -

4CB JOYCE; RUBY K

4JS TYLER; -

4SG JAMES; MICHAELA

5BL OLIVER; GEORGIA

FET NATHANIEL; GIA

FSM ETHAN; MILA

1CT JASMIN; MISHIKA

1VM ARCHER; JAMES

2AP LEAH; MAXWELL

2SW CLAUDIA; ETHAN

3KG ANIKA; MASON

3MS EMMA; JOSEPH

4EG LAKSHYA; MACYLEE

4MG ALEENA; ALEC

5AS TALIA; EMILY

5LE MUHAMMAD; HARRY H

5LH ANYA; THOMAS S

6CS ISABELLA; Y6 GALA SPORTS

6CU MONTANA; Y6 GALA SPORTS

6EG STEPHAN; Y6 GALA SPORTS

6JK - ; Y6 GALA SPORTS

SUNSMART
The ENPS’s sun smart policy is enforced from September to April.

Please remember:

• to apply your sunscreen at the start of each day; and

• WEAR YOUR HAT.

Remember no hat, no play, no fun today.

Check labels on clothing for UV protection - SUN PROTECTIVE

CLOTHING and long sleeves are another way to care for your skin.

Check the UV index the Sun Smart app for daily information.

Oliver’s Café

HIIT Factory Essendon

80s Tribute Band Event

Lotus Healing Centre

My Hair Care & Beauty

Scented Home Candles

Hey Jude

Professional Taek Wondo

Anna Tasos Hairdressing

District North

Sir Duke Moonee Ponds

Porterhaus Butcher

Beauty on Rose

Emily Black Photography

Crocs Playcentre

Dan Murphy

Essendon Football Club

Inspiring Minds

Sticky Fingers Boutique

Paul Sadler Swimland

LaManna

Hoffman's Road fish n Chips

Multiplex

Alliance Pharmacy

Paul McDonald Security

Tony Liberatore First Aid

Loreal

Il Porto Pizzeria/Impasto Bakery

Listen to your body - East Keilor/Strathmore

East Keilor Gymnastics 

Mr Hoffman's Café

400 Gradi

Rydges Melbourne

The Victoria Hotel

Rydges St Kilda

Rabbit Hole Playcentre

Bounce

A huge thank you to our sponsors who have donated items for our 

Trivia Night:

TRIVIA SPONSORS

Music Student of the Week: Friday 6th March 2020:

Rosie K, FSM Caelan Y, 3BN Kevan J, 3MP

Alan Q, 4SG

ANDREW NUNNS SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

@ ENPS



ENPS HISTORY: DID YOU KNOW…

In 1918 the land was transferred to the Department of Education for 1585 pounds. A new building for 200 students was planned

for 2750 pounds. Tenders were invited; however, all were costed at over 3000 pounds. A contract was accepted on 26th June

1919. Completion date was listed as 9th January 1920 and the school was allocated the number 4015.

Early history - 1920

The Wurundjeri people were known to use two areas around would become known as Essendon on a regular basis - the Moonee

Chain of Ponds and the triangle of Buckley Street, Lincoln Road and Mt Alexander Road. The area was a permanent camp site

and ceremonial site. There was a natural spring and the Maribyrnong River and Moonee Ponds Creek were used for fishing and

gathering food.

In 1852 a town and a suburb, Essendon and Hawstead, were developed. Hawstead State School was opened in 1850 as a

National school, and ten years later moved to Rayleigh St and became Essendon State School.

At this time, Rayleigh St State School was overcrowded and in 1916 plans for Moonee Ponds School began (slowly due to the war

restrictions). On 28th August 1916, the Director of Education requested a report on sites that could be used for the erection of a

school at Essendon North. Five suitable sites were proposed in October 1916 - the present site was one, not including Keilor Road

street frontage. The site was described as an apple orchard in full bloom and would cost 230 pounds per acre to purchase.

Apple trees were growing up the side fence of McCulloch, otherwise the school was surrounded by boxthorn hedge bushes. The

remaining fruit trees were removed in September.

In 2020, we have our line of apple trees back along McCulloch Street.

Each newsletter we will share some of our school’s wonderful history….

In the 1890s the Depression had a significant impact on the development of the local area. In 1913 Essendon High School was

opened. It wasn’t until after the war, that returned servicemen wanted to settle in the area and the community further developed.

On 28th April 1915 a petition and letter requested the establishment of a school at Essendon North. On 21st May 1915 a written

application was submitted and referred to the District Inspector for enquiry and report. The report in July 1915 made no

recommendation due to low numbers of children of actual school age.

On 2nd August 1917, a letter was received by the Dept of Education that the owner of the present site (an apple orchard) had died

and the land was to be cleared. The land, house and boxthorn hedge were offered for 1800 pounds. On 4th August the decision

was made to go ahead with the purchase of the site for the school.

On 21st August a report recommended purchase of the entire site to Keilor Rd and for the house to be moved to the corner of

Keilor and McCulloch Street. Gillies Street was then known as Francis St. On 18th September 1917, funds were made available to

purchase the school. Another petition was submitted requesting a school as soon as possible due to overcrowding.

On 21st July 1920 parents requested the opening of the school by 19th July. They were informed on 29th July that the school was

completed. On 31st August 1920 the school opened for teaching staff to prepare. On 1st September, Philip E Smythe from

Rayleigh St State School was appointed as temporary head teacher. Three female teachers took up position on 1st September.

The official opening of Keilor Road State School took place on 9th September 1920. 195 children attended the first day from Prep

to Year 8.

Next newsletter find out about the 1920s - 1940s

Stay Connected - ENPS Facebook Page and Group

For the socially savvy, make sure you like the Essendon North Primary School facebook page

(https://www.facebook.com/Essendon-North-Primary-School-106239107575995/). This page will be used to promote the

wonderful things are school does.

There is also the Essendon North Primary School Centenary Reunion facebook group

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1905045932945758/) connecting past students and staff, as well as sharing stories and

memories from the past.
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CSEF – FUNDING ASSISTANCE
APPLYING FOR CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUNDING (CSEF)

ASSISTANCE

Do you hold either of the concession cards?

Parents and carers holding either of these concession cards may apply for $125 per child to use for payments relating to Camp,

Sports and Excursion (CSEF).

Please read the flyer at the end of this newsletter for more information regarding eligibility and assistance, and visit ENPS office

with your concession card and complete your form.

Financial assistance will be allocated to your family’s account and paid towards ENPS camps, sports and excursions held 2020.

All CSEF balances roll over to the new school year. If you would like to check your family statement, please contact the office.

FIRST AID

STORING MEDICINE AT ENPS AND ADMINISTRATION TO YOUR CHILD

Medicines can be left in our first aid room for use by your child. This is handy where both parents are working and your child is

suffering from a mild illness (for example, a headache requiring Panadol or hayfever symptoms requiring Zyrtec). Where your

child has been ill and is on a course of prescribed antibiotics, these may be left with our First Aid Officer for administration.

ALL MEDICINES MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY CLEAR INSTRUCTIONS FROM PARENTS AND THE ENPS MEDICAL

AUTHORITY FORM MUST BE COMPLETED.

The ENPS Medical Authority Form does not carry forward from previous years. The current form is available from the office.

Just a reminder to parents and carers to pack some spare underwear and pants/shorts/leggings in your child’s bag in case of any

accident or soiling during the school day.

Your child will appreciate having their own clothes to wear at these times as they may be upset.

PACK SPARE CLOTHES

VOLUNTEERING IN THE CLASSROOM, FOR EXCURSIONS & HELPING WITH SPECIAL EVENTS

Parents and carers wanting to volunteer their time at ENPS in 2020 must complete an OHS Volunteer Induction prior to entering

the school. This induction is conducted annually and takes around 10-15 minutes to complete. Parents and carers are 

encouraged to undertake their induction now, so they are prepared to assist ENPS as required during the year.

Paperwork to be completed includes:

• DET Volunteer Occupational Health & Safety induction;

• Confidentiality Agreement;

• Child Safety Code of Conduct; and

• current Working With Children Check (WWCC).

For those who have completed volunteer inductions previously, your Working With Children Check (WWCC) will be on file. For 

those without a WWCC card, please follow this link to apply: http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/

Session times are held daily at 8:45am and 3pm daily, until Wednesday 11th March. Please visit or call the office to book your 

session time.

Only once you have completed your OHS induction can you commence helping in onsite. On your volunteer days, 

please drop your kids to their classroom and then sign in at the Office using the Compass Kiosk and wearing a red 

visitor lanyard. [If you are not signed in, nor wearing the identifying visitor lanyard, you will be asked to leave school 

premises.]

OHS PARENTS VOLUNTEERING AT ENPS 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/











